Statement on the location of the new electricity power plant

The location and the design of the power plant are inter-linked. Friends of Green Lesbos is concerned with two aspects of the design:

Emissions The plant should be designed to modern standards to minimise polluting emissions. If this is done then there would be an environmental benefit to the people of Mytilini even if the new plant is built on the site of the existing plant.   

Capacity There is no realistic prospect of renewable energy sources eliminating the need for a conventional power plant within less than 20 years. Non-the-less the exploitation of wind and solar energy in Lesbos is under-developed and Friends of Green Lesbos would like to see the development of wind generation in particular in the south and east of the Island. A firm programme for development of renewable energy would reduce the required size of the new conventional power plant by eliminating the requirement of capacity for demand growth.                 

Thus as we see it the issue should be that of the optimum location of a small and efficient electricity plant in the context of an energy plan for Lesbos. We would be more than happy to assist in the development of such a plan.

In general the optimum location is the one that entails the least environmental damage without adding unnecessarily to the economic cost. The plant should obviously be located on the coast so that the fuel may be transported by sea. That being so, the following are the principal environmental factors that should be taken into account:

1. the impact on the natural environment, the flora and fauna:

2. the impact on the landscape- not only the impact of the plant itself but also the extent to which new  distribution lines will be needed. A power plant located far away from the principal consumers of electricity can result in extensive landscape damage from power lines over a wide area; 

3.   the number of people at risk from the resulting air and  noise pollution – with respect to the major population centres the plant should be downstream of the prevailing wind. It should also not be too close to existing domestic habitations;

4.   the disturbance ( noise, dust, pollution, traffic congestion) from construction. 

These factors would normally be incorporated in an environmental appraisal of the decision. We assume that this has been done since it is a requirement under EC Directives. The appraisal would normally be conducted for a list of possible sites.   

In choosing the short-list of sites the ownership of the land is irrelevant since it does not affect either the economic or the environmental costs of the project. 

Thus the fact that the electricity company owns some of the possible sites should have no impact on the decision. 

Friends of Green Lesbos has not had access to the complete list of possible sites and is therefore unable to express a view on which would be the best. With the information at our disposal our views are as follows:

· We believe that the environmental considerations argue strongly for a site close to Mytilini, preferably one that is already in industrial use or where such use is planned.

· We are thus not opposed to building the new plant next to the old one. 

· We think that the possibility of locating the power plant adjacent to the site of the new biological sewage works should be seriously considered. 

· We are clear that Plakes and Makira are unsuitable on several environmental grounds, particularly 1, 2 and 4 even though they probably score highly on 3.

