Dipi

Dipi is the key component of the Natura 2000 site of the Gulf of Geras. It is the most important wetland in the Gulf of Geras and one of the most important wetlands on Lesbos. Its most significant feature is an extensive area of Phragmites reedbed, easily the largest one on the Island. This reedbed contains a number of large pools fed by a freshwater stream and has a very special fauna. As well as providing refuge for large numbers of migratory wetland birds in the spring and autumn, it has small breeding populations of Rallus aquaticus, Ixobrychus minutus and Porzana parva, as well as substantial populations of the more common Fulica atra and Gallinula chloropus. Ardea purpurea has sporadically bred there in recent years; according to Handrinos and Akriotis, (1997), it breeds nowhere else in the islands of the Aegean. Rallus aquaticus, Ixobrychus minutus and Porzana parva are restricted to a few sites. The reedbed contains a very large population of Acrocephalus scirpaceus and a substantial one of A. arundinaceus. It is important also as a wintering site for A.melanopogon.
With twelve recorded species the Phragmites reedbed is an important site for dragonflies (Odonata). Breeding populations of four species of Aeschnidae are found here but nowhere else on Lesbos (Aeschna isosceles; Brachytron pratense, Somatochlora flavomaculata and Selysiothermis nigra). One of these, S. nigra, is a European rarity occuring at only a handful of Greek sites.  Other orders of insecta have to our knowledge not been investigated but the site may be expected to be rich.

The reedbeds have long been a dumping ground for baza and other rubbish Along one of the tracks transecting the reedbeds there are large piles of broken glass bottles and mounds of miscellaneous rubbish, some of it visibly polluting the water. Improvement of the tracks simply increases fly-tipping in the reed-beds.

Friends of Green Lesbos wants to see an end to tipping on this important habitat and some efforts made to remove the accumulations of rubbish that is endangering its wildlife. 
